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Tsunami Theatre Outreach Project






Background Information – Tsunami Theatre Outreach Program

What TTOP is

The Tsunami Theatre Outreach Project (TTOP) was designed to extend Sunera’s normal work in rebuilding confidence and enabling self-discovery to traumatised tsunami survivors around the island. Weekly workshops are held in affected areas and use similar techniques to the ones that have proven useful as psychosocial counselling tools in our regular workshops. Unlike Sunera’s core work though, TTOP does not specifically target the differently-abled. TTOP will also be working with even younger children than Sunera’s ordinary workshops.

TTOP is being run with the assistance of the National Youth Services Council, which is handling the monitoring of all non-creative aspects of the project. The NYSC also sourced the specific locations of each workshop and nominated people from each area to be hired as trainers.

TTOP is planned to run for three years in total. After this, Sunera plans to incorporate TTOP workshops into its regular practice.

The Need

Sri Lanka has benefited tremendously from the outpour of international aid that came after the tsunami. As helpful as this has been, a large part of this aid has concentrated on rebuilding the material infrastructure that was destroyed. An area that will need continuing support is addressing the psychological trauma suffered by many of the tsunami survivors – particularly children.

It is also essential that a Sri Lankan organisation take part in the therapy process so that survivors are counselled in a way that is suitable for their backgrounds and cultures.
Where we work

The TTOP program focuses on six districts, in the South, North and East of the island, identified as being the worst affected on the island. Specifically, we are working in Ampara, Galle, Jaffna, Matara, Trincomalee and Hambantota.

What we hope to achieve

Sunera plans to provide psychosocial therapy through TTOP workshops to at least 1600 children each week. At the end of each year a performance will take place in each of the six key districts. At the conclusion of the project, a larger grand-scale performance will be held in Colombo.

Our Partners

Some of the key funding agencies behind TTOP include: The Deutsche Bank, The East-West Centre in Hawaii, The International Organisation of Migration and the Japanese Government. 
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