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Promoting the Human Rights of disabled persons in the
 Plantation Sector and Facilitating Peace Building
The goal of Sunera Foundation’s Performing Arts Workshops in the upcountry plantation sector over the next two years is to facilitate the integration of disabled persons into civil society, create awareness of their human rights and promote peace building. 
The successful first phase of Sunera Foundation’s work in the estates paves the way for integrating many more differently-abled people into mainstream society. With funding from the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs over the next two years, 12 workshops will be conducted, enabling 300 differently-abled participants to avail themselves of our free services weekly. Over the next two years, Sunera Foundation will empower them to present two major performances. The best will be selected to become competent performers when Sunera Foundation establishes two Street Theatre Companies.
The British High Commission, under its Bilateral Programme, funded the pilot project from November 2006 to March 2007. During the pilot phase, Sunera Foundation established six performing arts workshops in the tea plantations in Hatton and Maskeliya. Working in close collaboration with our partner, the Citizens Welfare Development Foundation (CWDF), the first steps have been taken to create awareness within the upcountry plantation community on the Human Rights of differently-abled persons. Our work has created sensitivity to the fact that they are the same as any other human being, and as such have the same inalienable rights as every other individual.
A regional “VIDIVU Drama Festival” staged by the six workshops on March 23 and 24 2007, with the participation of all the differently-abled performers, was the first time they were given an opportunity to showcase their hidden, latent talents through the therapeutic means of the Performing Arts. The public appearances have built their confidence and helped them in the process of “Self Development,” whilst bringing them into the broader community mainstream. 

For the first time, performances were staged in Colombo on April 3, by participants from the Hatton and Maskeliya workshops followed by the open forum. Facilitated by an expert panel, Sunera Foundation used the open forum to educate civil society on the need to focus attention on the rights of Sri Lanka’s differently-abled population, particularly those in the estates who have faced social and economic problems over generations, and to recognize the important role that the Management companies in the tea plantations can play in improving this situation.
Ultimately, the successful integration of Sunera’s programme into this region will benefit the local population, the young people we employ as trainers, and ultimately, through cultural exchange and performances, a broader Sri Lankan community. Through its network of island-wide workshops integrating people with disabilities, Sunera Foundation has identified the intrinsic benefit of its philosophy of equal access to human rights for all citizens of Sri Lanka. 

