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For Immediate Release

Sunera Foundation Tsunami Project Reaches its First year Anniversary

The Sunera Foundation’s Tsunami Theatre Outreach Project (T-TOP) is celebrating its first  anniversary. In recognition of their efforts, T-TOP has been invited to participate in Padua, Italy at the Biennale of Theatre and Psychiatry, in October this year. 

The T-TOP project, which began in September 2005, utilises the performing arts to provide a therapeutic benefit to hundreds of children who were traumatised by the 2004 tsunami. Working in six tsunami-affected districts, T-TOP uses the same techniques that have proven so successful in Sunera’s work with differently-abled Sri Lankans.

Nandanie De Silva, the project manager for T-TOP explained how much the project has made an impact on the children: “As these children came to our workshops they were very quiet and kept to themselves. However we noticed that after two to three visits, these same children began laughing, dancing, interacting with each other and expressing themselves openly.” 

She further went on to say, “The aim of the T-TOP project is to help these children overcome their trauma. Therefore, it gives us great satisfaction to see our efforts actually achieving our aims! The stories of how many children have changed from these workshops in just on year are numerous.”  

The major highlight in recent months was the Muthu Pabalu (Pearls and Beads) Festival held in Hambantota and Galle, where T-TOP participants from those regions presented performances for the public. The content of the performances were rich and varied and it was a great opportunity for the participants to showcase their talents. 

- more -


The T-TOP will be participating in the Biennale of Theatre and Psychiatry, this October, in Northern Italy. The festival brings together people from all around the world who use theatre techniques to bring about therapeutic psychological change. Sunera Foundation is the only organisation in the developing countries which is invited, reflecting just how effective the Foundation’s efforts have been. 

The Sunera Foundation is taking six participants from the T-TOP project, as well as one participant from the regular program, accompanied by the Chairperson - Ms. Sunethra Bandaranaike as well as with the Creative and Assistant Creative Directors for Sunera Foundation– Rohana Deva and Ramani Damayanthi respectively. The Sunera team will be presenting a new performance at the festival, entitled “The Last Two Minutes” conceived and directed by Rohana Deva.

· media release ends-

For more information please contact 

Nadhira Munasinha on 0777715467 / 2504043
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