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Tsunami Theatre Outreach Project





MEDIA RELEASE

March 10, 2006

Sunera Foundation launches Tsunami Theatre Outreach Project

Sunera Foundation will launch its Tsunami Theatre Outreach Project at the Centre for Professional Development: Education Management Centre on March 10, 2006.
The project, which is also known as T-TOP, use the performing arts to provide a therapeutic benefit to hundreds of children who were traumatised by the 2004 tsunami. Working in six tsunami-affected districts, T-TOP uses the same techniques that have proven so successful in Sunera’s work with differently-abled Sri Lankans.

The idea for the T-TOP programme came from Sunera’s Creative Director Rohana Deva. A journalist by profession, Rohana was on-site at the Peraliya train disaster the day after the tsunami struck. As he surveyed the damage around him, Rohana realised the long term psychological support that tsunami survivors would need to help rebuild their lives. As a result, he embarked on this project to utilise Sunera’s existing practices in this healing process.

As a member of the Taskforce for Rescue and Relief, Sunera’s Chairperson Sunethra Bandaranaike had first-hand knowledge of the devastation that had been caused and how great the need was for psychosocial development. She initiated the implementation of a plan to help these traumatised victims of the tsunami.

As part of the day’s ceremonies, twenty-eight new T-TOP trainers were presented with certificates, which formally recognised their qualifications as a practitioner of Drama Therapy. Drama Therapy was developed by Sunera founders Rohana Deva and Wolfgang Stange as a method to reach out to disadvantaged and disenfranchised Sri Lankans.

As part of their Drama Therapy training, the T-TOP workshop leaders received intensive training in diverse areas such as: art therapy, leadership, drama and theatre and child safety and counselling. During training, expertise in these fields was provided by well-known authorities including Professor S. Maunaguru (Eastern University), Professor Sunanda Mahendra (University of Kelaniya), Mr Parakrama Niriella (Jana Karaliya), Mr Douglas Siriwardena (National Drama  Council), Mr Lionel Premasiri (National Child Protection Authority), Mr Gamini Haththowegama (University of Peradeniya), Dr Chandana Jayaratne (University of Colombo), Professor Walter Marasinghe (University of Sri Jayawardenapura), Mr Chandragupta Thenuwara (Vibhavi Academy of Arts), Mr Bandara Medagama and Mr Bimal Ratnayake (National Youth Services Council), Mr Ranjit De Silva (University of Ruhuna) and Mrs Lalitha Batuwita (National Institute of Education).

The highlight of the T-TOP launch was the presentation of “A Prayer for Peace” a short performance by members of the Butterflies Theatre Company along with young victims of the 2004 tsunami disaster from Hambantota, Trincomalee and Galle. The performance demonstrated one of T-TOP’s central ideas – that through working together we can move beyond our recent trauma.

​-media release ends-

For further information, contact Sunera Foundation Tsunami Theatre Project on 011 5620420 or sunera@sltnet.lk .
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