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MEDIA RELEASE

November 17, 2006

Sunera Foundation launches an Awareness Campaign with Hutchison Telecommunications
The Sunera Foundation will launch awareness campaigns in 5 selected districts, with the multiple intentions of

· Launching new workshops within these target areas

· Increasing participation rates of the existing workshops within these areas

· Creating awareness on the work of Sunera and its presence within these communities.

The sponsor for this campaign will be Hutchison Telecommunications.
Lasantha Perera – Senior General Manager Operations at Hutchison said, “We at Hutchison feel that, while at the present time we are celebrating our 500,000 customers’ mark, that the best way to celebrate it is by working with the Sunera Foundation in their mission to uplift the lives of people with disabilities.”
The awareness campaign which will begin on November 20th 2006, will cover an area of each of the districts of Kurunegala, Badulla, Puttalam, Matara and Anuradhapura consecutively. The areas chosen were identified due to the high incidence of people with disabilities there. 

There will be one day workshops within the targeted areas of each district on specific days that will be based on orientating the people of the area with Sunera’s method of therapy, plus encouraging interaction and discussion for interested participants, parents and others. Everyone is welcome to join in to experience the unique methods by which Sunera uses the performing arts to uplift people with disabilities.
The schedule for the awareness campaign is as follows:
Time 9.00 am to 6.00 pm.

November 30th  2006 – In Galewala in the Kurunegala District

December 14th 2006 – In Buttala in the Badulla District

December 19th 2006 – In the Matara District

January 11th 2007 – In Anamaduwa in the Puttalam District

February 1st 2007 – In Kakirawa in the Anuradhapura District

Ms. Sunethra Bandaranaike, Chairperson for Sunera Foundation said, “Sunera Foundation is pleased that Hutchison Telecommunications has decided to come into a partnership with us in our campaign to raise awareness in society in order to uplift the status of those with disabilities. We are happy to note that they are playing a very positive role as a socially conscious organisation in the corporate sector.”                                                              

The world health organisation estimates that seven percent of the total population in Sri Lanka has disabilities. Psychosocial indicators show that in this context a disabled person is often a burden to their family and is seen as someone to be supported throughout their life. They are discouraged, depressed and cannot cope with the realities of the situation, in addition to their physical/psychological disabilities. 
Sunera Foundation was shaped by the conviction that we can help build bridges between people divided by difference using the medium of the performing arts, which has now been accepted as an effective means of bringing together people of diverse cultures and different backgrounds.

Sunera Foundation was set up in the year 2000 to finance and facilitate the integration and acceptance of people with disabilities and marginalised persons through the medium of the performing arts. Through the therapeutic means of music, dance and drama, we aim to build relationships of understanding, sharing, empathy and caring. This multi-faceted approach not only stimulates creativity and individual and collective social development, but also breaks down the barriers of difference and social prejudice.

​-media release ends-

For further information, contact Nadhira Munasinha – Media and Communications Officer at 2504043
